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IYTREODUCTION

l‘rr‘«pl"‘
After an unexzampled-fast advance through Belgium

snd North France the German armies in the beginningz of
September 1914 were stretched out in a lang circle between

,/Ll—-lr. RV

Faris and Verdua. The last days had been very hard %
marching., Eggy were marching daily from d;;igght until
e night; the packs were heavy and the boots hurt. 3But
we in the front had the feeling that the great battle of
decigion had still %o come., We all kn%w very well the
old'ﬁrinciﬁle of the German army:!'Battles will be won by
The GOmmander-in—ohief, however, believed that it
was not posgivle to pass Paris without security against
that gigantic fortress. Therefore he ordered the First
and Second Army on Septeamber 5 to turn to the right against
Faris in order to sscure the rest of fhe armies. That

-ILIH."Nﬁl - . . . . B . .
srder met poth armies in the eituation shown on Sketch I.

) d(rac‘f‘w;_ B ' .
In conseguence of tne movements~accord}ngr¢d this order,

and in consequence of the decision of the French to stop
thg:retreat and to attack the German rizht flank, the
battle of the iarne began.
et _‘M'Y‘n
In the f0110w1nn I wish to -show firstjthe events
as seen by the soldiers 4ﬁ the fronE) Then~4—w&ii TITE
l‘“; H\R‘i’ fed To ' au nygl’cﬁ-s;‘g w

the reasong ef tihese eventg)and at last-we will-eoneider

~4hewm, (Sketeh 2)

The 14th Division, which was mérching on the rizht
wing of the Second Army, made during-$het Septemver 5, a
long march, passing east of dontmirail, ‘Je crossed the
Petit Lorin River and spent the night in a swmall village

im-tte south of that river. At daylight September & we

~1-
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were alarmed.  Toere was a loud booming of cannons in the
_..) 7‘- wt

?ua &

south, but we marched to the north, the same way as
vesterday. Ve were not at our ease, because we could not
find out why we had to wmarch to the rear; we never had
done sd before. e all were only one month in war znd
did not know its ups and downs. Finally about noon, it
was 8aid that our division was to be a reserve of the army.
A 1little later we halted on toth sides of the main road
from Chateau Thierry %o Fontenelle. Eag-good gpirits soon
came bpack. Ve were‘éﬁ;éwég stay there for all the after-
yyhew the FESErYES Weve wilowed Fo ves
noon, because we knew war well enough to know tha@Athe

battle must be going very well, as-the-reserves had nol

fo-make-any mq#ements. Finally when 1t became dark, the

Seewd vl a0l ‘*u.fvf e

pooming. of cannons died down.

In the early morning of September 7, we had a very
short march into a wood near Artonges. Here we saw some-
thing which was not agresable to see, He—smw many supply

renw,,\,ua—m‘*/y anvd -
waﬂoneﬂln bad condltlon which returned-hastilty. The
drivers told us about a retreat of our troops, avout heavy
casualtles avout a defeat, etc, We were anxious about
the battle, which wefonlylcoaldfnear, but not ses Z%About
8 o'clock AN, we marched to Villemoyenne and began digging
in there, our front to tae west. e could not understand

aeqiL € hecw
To date we-a}ways had drlven-the French

e ayel

this situatio§}
AL
to the south. 2885 we nad to march to the nort%; gﬁﬁﬁr

it was rumored that our troops Lad to retreat and-aew ge/éﬁﬁ
3 ] 2 vr - 5 -
2< : M ,
Ir
tre outside flank. Where could the First Army be? That
all looked as if tihe French would attack our right flank.
GMon7

%e could feel a ceritzin anxiety 4m our troops. However,

r ;o
we had not a long time to think about it. AbOuBﬁl olclock /&

~

-



AL we finished digeing and started a forced march to the
eagt. We.zot the order to reach Fromentieres, located
behind the middle of our army. The march was difficult
as it was very warm and dusty, end as we had to cross
gseveral lonz columns of ammunition wagons and Wagons witn
supply zoing to the front oX coming back. About 1 ofclock
Pii we halted, though we had not yet reached Fromentieres.
- vicinwi T
Then we turned back to the surroundingss of Artonges.
These numerous changes made an unfavorable impression
upon the troops. The high commanders seemed not to know

. Sevie
wist 0 Jo. -mowewer, we had hardly any experience in war,

H‘!t‘éé_ § & m1| Cd-nfd$£t£. and qulln.‘h:m;.; srdeds Aadr a and INjurIEL G .
@nﬁrﬁhere;ore*al%ﬁmomentous inpressiong had an-prejudteial

. Fhe merale 0f
effect uponhthe troops.

About 5 ofclock P¥ we reached again the neighbor-
hood of Artonges. We were still talking about the events
of the day and avout the different ueanings of the battle,
‘whEn we were alarmed suddenly. .It was 8 o'clock Pi. CQur
pattalion commander told us the French had made & pene-
tration through the left wing of our aray, ‘i%gée£§¥é3

weéE WEPd
-we-hed-8ti3l durinz the night to march there to helg__”§e

A

Bed-be-eerelr without any rest and without any regard for
march casualties. -And-beoerdes 1t was very dark when we
started this forced night march, sometimes crosscountry.

vy

Now we had the direction to the east again. Ve Tan in
Are f_if‘-; Ton € . R . -

3 for 5 minutee each 30 winutes., Ve had the
impression that the battle must be going very badly,
otherwise we would not have %t0 make such a warch.

Finally on S3eptember 8 about 1 o'clock AL, we

hlad reached our goal near Champaubert. The wmarch casual-

tieg had not been very heavy. I lost in my company ouly

o™
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about 10 men from 120, -Buwt 1t is a war experience that
gmarch casualties never are heavy in night marches and in
s retreat. The Teason may be that nobody likes to leave
nis unit, when he does not know wheTe he is &ibueded oT
when he -gfa:ry be captured.

At Chazmpaubert we dropmed to the ground and,feli

asleep at once. ¥We believed that we would attack at day-

break. But after three short hours of rest we Were

aroused. However, we did not engage in battle but marched

N -
again to the east. Nobody knew wherefore and why.

Now we briefly concsider the reasons for these
MOvVenente !

As shown on Sketchml; the left wing of the First

( e prd 2
Aray was sifuateﬁ_fa;%her south than the Second Army.
Tunerefore, if the‘turning movenent, ordered by the
commander-in-chief, was %o be wade, the VII Corpe with
its 13th and l4th Divisions wae superfluous at the front
st the present time, Therefore it had to renain as the
reserve of the aray nofth of ontmirail, in order to clear
the pivot of the army, while the otheTr corps had to
wheel to the rizht in a large circle.

On September &, however, all corps marching to
the south were enzaged in heavy fighting (Sketen 3) so
t-n4+ the 13th Divieion had %o help the hard fighting IX
Corpe. Now only the 14tk Division remained in army
recserve, On the same day, howéver, it was sceén tnat fhe
IV Beserve Corns alone could not secure the flank of the
army on the Qurcq River, Therefore the First Aramy was
forced to order one corps after another from the south %o
tue Qurcq River, finally even the IIT and taoe IX Corps.

mhue the rumor started in our l4th Divielon of a Tetreat.

b



The & 5 resultinc from these events, was secured only
by some ca valry divisions It was obvious that now tae

rizht wing of the Second Army would have to fall back.
Orly the left wing was able to continue the attack, in
order to get the decision. (Sketch 4) In this plan, the
14th Division, situated behinid the right wing, naturally
had the tazsk of securinz the right flank of the army.
Teerefore we saw it digging in, its front to the west.,
In the meanwhile there had bezun a bloody struggzle ogﬁgiiwh
e front of the army, but without any definite decision.
It ie to be understood, that in thie situation the army
commander desired to have his reserve behnlnd the cenver
of his front, in order to engaﬁe it wnerever he would need
a2

it., A%t this time the +e§3aae° from the between the
. 0‘15’{ NeT snticaTe Tﬁxf he .af/:afl"-"’ Fleres oy Ji T'-?d'/

First and the Second Armi&ﬁafa—ne%mbaén Therefore, he

ordered his reserve behind the center of his aray and
thue our warch to Fromentieres. In the meantise, however,
new messazes had reached the army, which forced it to take
care of the right flank, and consecuently the l4th Division
received an order o msreh back kehiand the risnt wing of
the army. Avout the evening of September 7 nev inforuation
srrived at the headgquerters cf the aruy, that thé French
had made a peneirztion betﬁeen the ‘X and the Garde Corps.
The only availatle reserve, Just the 14th Division, had
to make that difficult night wmarch. Later on, 1t becaue
T

clear that there was no danger in this particular @igce

TS

 pusaps Gtk N
ot ths TnefliF el BT T

Few khe situation was as follows: he richt wing
,\ por] [~

of the front.

of tre Second Army had retreated, but the French 2nd the

Inglish followed very slowly. On the left wing, however,
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to do.

there seewed to be a wegk place in the enemy front.

Was
Probably it roulé-have -been possitle to venetrzte there

. Lee L WEYE c e .
thirough the French lines, _But if it ®a8 to be tried, it

J

had to be done promptly, as the situation on the rizht

wing could change very guickly. Therefore even the last

reserve - the 14th Divieion -« wae arcused in the early
morning of September 8 to help to win the battle.

Let us stop nere for a moment, to learn the
experiences and the difficulties encountered by the 14th
Division.

1., We saw, that on September 5, the German
leaders velieved that they were confronted by an enemy
who was continually retreztinz, snd $herefere they accord-
ingly based their deéisions on this assumption. The
Germans therefore were on September £, very much surprised

el i g e
to see the French even making counterattacks. Thiz weos
w0t uhe consequence of a poor reconnaissance,

AQ intentions and sctions 'Moﬂ ok
lack of knowledge of the enemyjirefsriwens

know exactly

warfere. In open werfare we will neve

where the enemy ig, how gtrong he ie, and wnat he intends

\‘}f

war i1s not as easy as 2 map problea. All legders

Aot Issve . . . .
%axe nearly almwys %eforaer&w1thout exact information.

They]ﬁﬁi?\ggg}%gg%g'about the future. The only thing,
which is clear, or which should be clear at least, is
onels own mission and onets own will, Therefore we nmust
not wait for bvetter information when it is time to yive
an order. -Geweswise, il often happens that your informa-

ot lenst dishoeled _
tion is falese o:\eue;éxawn' /A rezl lezsder must know the

J

art of recognizing what ie true and what 1s false,
dyvibes
We}saw that the Second Arwy received the order

on Septemper £ to secure against Faris. This order had



Iy‘h*\f’ AM ‘@ (;’:.NL v { (‘@&1 ;:a:r'f"-—i\':)
to be 1venAas it was time to do So, although #hey had

THis decision A2s sosech

very poor information. —@h&%~Wﬁ£_eo;¥ecﬁ; ¥e saw also

the 1l4th Division on September 7 make 3 difficult night

. | LP 7

march from the rizht wing o the left Wlni’ In that case +
ol wds ymtovves

the decision of the aramy wae based on false Information,

A
It is an experience of war, that ewel information is often
Lot \
misleadin%) JArerefore, we must be careful in sending
' A

off as well as in accepting iafermation.

. Fae lack of knowledze of the eneiiy aemunae S
" . o, for The n( 4”%
KE\-\-‘ eyl o . S,MF y fo ; eYV\‘.’
b a leader-ﬁ&e res:rves. neservee)ﬁgw%ﬁemse wes

\

t be neceseary, as 1n a battle only he flﬁntlng
\ dre Lese P IrY a\
A bring an advanta’e ﬁﬁt yaﬁﬂausx“rave—reserves,

- u(nékefkﬂi_}jﬁkactlykk w) what ;\IL happen..
As the information of the enemy changes, it 1is
the tendency of z leader to nmove hié regerves according
to his‘momentary conception of the situation.
We notice the lack of clearness in the decision
of the army leader by the different movements of the 14th
Divigion. The leader always should haverregard for the
fact that useless marcrhes affect the morale of the troops.
The troops are slways tainking about these things.
‘Therefore, it is important in peecefilne t0 teach tne

e e o whid they el Be sumedtﬁ\
. - solcéiers about the different 1mnresglons in warfare i anl

SJSWI'J o\rcejo't w'fﬁpca/mmes.s anr/;ﬂir’fa P .?’é.. .

which they-
qe may learn two things . fr0m tnege events:

1. All leadere must give their orders
ithout having complete ianformation. Ounly onds
swn will is stated. In spite of the fact that
the inforuation of ithe enemy is incomplete, ybu

aust meke 2 declelon,
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. ’T-;‘.’.L ’\tt':.f...-;:‘?,f -J"v\‘iﬁ b ‘\' - {" (’{w“vg‘.’ft
o 3, /Peeerves must be spazed $ﬁ€&5h€%¥eﬁﬂtﬁs ‘
TM?’“M -ft L f'hdf r’fﬁ L ,r. ANY I 'rr‘aol,dc. ‘_ﬁ.lLdA
- snd-morele in order %e—%e—eﬁﬂage& —Arr-atele-witi
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The 14th Division had a difficult task in this

o

attack, which was to decide the outcome of the battle.
It nhad to force the crossing of the broad swamp of the

Petit Horin RBiver gouth of the village of Jocnes.

Hyid-ar ava (o o
The terrain wae as disdadvaniegeous z& possitle.

The swaap was impassable even. to foot troops. nere wase
only one bridge across the swamp. The French could fire

Wlth'artlllery znd machine gune upon the only road and

v

the villaze of Joches. There was beyond the swsmp on
T the left side of the road a long row of high trees, which
prevented the Jerman artlllery fron ooaerv1nw hlll lu_.

. f""'_“—'”""‘——»-—.--——~«-—-n..-- o
fhjwipﬁk ----- On the hot Septerer 8, the sun zlittered on tne blue S%BL

cnd dazzlea the Eerwans. _
,-"y B

At that time I was in command of the 34 5@*@% f
57th Infantry Regiment. Ly company was attached to the

B3¢ Infantry Regiment because two companiés of that
m ;74{.441 At
Vx],%Luf,é A% 5o Tegiment were left behind in Relgium, iy soldiers were

W Al b

all well trained and of hizh morale

MM( 3: ‘tf% wmm ol Sofmber &
{ Lo ¢\4u ? g A Aﬁout 8 o'clock AL e reached,,cam&ﬁﬁwfrunrthﬁ
J & ‘ o

”‘““”Ef“

na@%h, the north edze of the village of Colzard and pre-

yared for ectlon in the cardens of that villa@e.,hl went
__,_m____,__./'

forwara to the soutn ed 33 of the "111a~e o; Coizard in

order to reconnoiter the terrain before us. TFrom here

I eav the village of Joches, I saw the broad swamp, saw

peyond it hill 154 with lone trees and many nedges., The

grain was eianding in sneaves on the ground. I could



recognize some Frenchmen upon hill 154, asrtheir red
ieggins were easily seen., There was no firing to be
hearéd., Bekhind me I saw some German batteries, just
reackhing their positions, and I heard my soldiers singing
a song from home.

‘Aboﬁt 9 o'clock AM our first scouts. left the
villagé of Joches and hastened forward to cross the swamp.
The French opened fire at once with artillery, machine

UL

L=

%,and rifles upon the road and the villaze, 1 saw our
soldiers jump into the eastern ditch of the road and
hurris’ on Quickly. Then I was calied back to ay company.
Our battalion comaander gave the orcder:

"The 3¢ Bn 15th Inf Rgt starts the crossing of
the Fetit uorin River. 524 Inf Rgt will follow,
the 24 Company 57th Inf Rgt at the head. Tne
zoal of the attack is the village of Broussy
le Petit."

That wae all.
we Adid noi know where the enemy was and wiat his

strength was; we did not know if, and how much, artillery

would support us; we did not know who was to our Tiznt

or left. e only knew that we hed to attack and that |
' VoWl ﬂnr Eift'.'v’CNf.E..
we would meet the French beyond the swaap. Imalways e

in open warfare on the Western Front as well as on the
. __and : c
Eastern Front, in RumanlajﬂuuAﬁﬁapaﬁ in the Xsukasus,

that we had only poor informeiion of the enemy when we

~ctarted an attack.

Before we started I told ay company to fire

fn
% 4 y and with the correct elevation, ase I had seen in

garlier fighting, that many soldiers, when excited, forzet



opdy Sight satfig
to take the eorrset—elevsition, Then we gtarted forward

and reacned the village of Jocnes.

The French artillery began firing upon that
villege. We passed through it on the Tun without any
casualties. After having reached the south edge, I ssw
trat the last elemente of the 24 Battalion 16th Infantry
Regiment had not crossed the swamp. Tnerefore, 1 lefd
the road with my company ané took cover tehind a building.
Prom here we could see how the last sguads of the 2d
Battalion ran forward in the ditch beside the To24 and
that some soldiers weré hit while crossing the bridge.

Tre French artillery shot like the devil upon the Toad
and +the village of Joches, which soon began ﬁo burn. The
shells whizgzed constantly. iy coupany was buncned and
lying behind me. Nobody was talking. They all looked at
me. Suddenly a terrible crash snd a shell hit in tie
aiddle of my company. Ten soldiers were killed or wounded.
811 men sprang up; there wae a big tumult; suddenly trere
was our Brigadisr, General Schwarte, riding on horseback
in the middle of the coumpany. He was calmly swmoking a
cigar as if nothinz had Lappened. He commanded: "4
Company, fell in., I hope not to see such a picture

again, or I shall shut in some of you, when we TEturn

into our gairison.“ Such extraordinary‘coolness had =
aarvelous effeect on the troops., The company was lined

up at once, formed into platoons, moved forward as quickly
as possible in the ditch beside the road and crogsed the
swamp and the bridge with only thres otaer casualties.

This happened about 10 o'clock AL.

On the other side of the swamp I assemvled ay

company, each platoon separate; the events in the village

~10-



of Joches had taught me a lesson. There were some
killed snd many wounded in the row of the trees. e did
not know where the enemy was and where our own troops
were, We could only near firing beyond the trees., The
shells, machine=gunf and rifle bullets whizzed over
constantly. I advanced with two platoons, while the
tnird platoon took cover among the trees. As soon as
we left tnese trees, we received a heavy fire. I saw our
soldiers firing about 10C w’ vefore me, e rushed about
A
50 m?beyond their lines. Then we opened fire. The
advance stopped, as we had heavy casualties and as souae
Ffrench machine guns shot from the "la Verrerie Feruel
into cur left flank. I toerefore sent a rTunner to ay
third platoon with an order to take possession of this
f%rmf; After half an hour this disagreeable flank fire
stopped., As I realized the following day, my third
platoon took the fgrm¢ with only a few casualties. In
the meanwhiie we were in a fire fight. Ve saw only a
1ittle smoke from the French lines, coming out of the
redges and out of the grain sheaves. I myself was
situated among my soldiers, The two platoons were umixed
with soldiers of the 18th Iﬁfantry Kezgiment of different
COmpanies.ifmow arTived from the rear soue companies of
the 5Ed Infzniry Regiment, so that my soldlers were mixed
with companies of two other regiments. We all were lying
in one line. The row of trees, now vehind us, seemed to
be the assembling point for all troops,;gggfng crosged
the swamp. S0 it happened that after a half of an hour
211 units were mixed. There wss no leading, as we
officere all were in the front line and could only see

some meters to the right and to the left, Te were

-1



gufficiently experienced to know that all developments
must-haxzziﬁzir tine and that the place of the commanders
of companies and higher units is not the first line.

In the meantime there were engaged in battle ﬁg
a front of 7C0 mgﬁgne battalion 13th Infantry Regiment
and two battalions 534 Infantry Regiment, and all were
mixed., We tried to sdvance constantly, but we won only
some hundred meters. The support of our artillery was
bad, as they had poof observation. About 1 otclock Pi
the last battalion 53d Infantry Regiment advanced right
of the road, but soon it was also stopped b& tpe Freanch
artillery and rifle fire.

iy men were firing very caluly but I could feel
a certain nervousness among them, as we could not continue
the advance. It was apout 3:20 olclock Pi that I looked
back and saw through a hole in the row of trees, the
bridge. Suddenly a Eattery of light field howitzers
rushed galloping out of the burning village of Joches,
‘approaching the bridge. The French artillery fired like
hell, but the battery paesed the bridge, Went.in position
.300 méiéhind us and opened fire soon with good result.
At the same time some.companies of the 56th Infantry
Regiment arrived at our lines, advancing forward, I had
the feeling that this was fhe time for the decision., I
shouted to my bugler, lying beside me: "Blow the call
for the attack." He calmly stood up and blew the signal,
well known to the soldiers, with all his force and fhe
other bugzlers repeated this signal. There was a movement
in our lines at once. We sprang uﬁ, fixed bayonets,

shouted "Hurran" and rushed forward. The French, however,

=13~



were brave men. Their .fire btecamwe still heavier., But
pur critical period was over. Now we were attacking, we
were filled with enthusiasm and we weie not willing to
gtop the advance again., So the attack was successful.
Some French escaped before we reached their lines, the
Test were killed, fairly fighting, or taken prisoner

Now we had won the top of hill 1E4 and saw down
to the village of RBroussy le Petit, whick the French,
running away, tried to reach. We all thought} we have
won, the battle is over, we start now the pursuit, in
order not to allow the French to stop their retreat. e
3id not stop, but rushed downhill, to capture the village
of Bfoussy ie Petit. .

Suddenly we received -ewisme terridble machine-gun
fire, coming from the valley before us. At the same time
the French artillery opened fire upon us with all their
force., In a few minutec-we had enormous casualties, Te
were stopped at once and forced to lé% down. We tried
to take cove /Bht theTe was no possibility of doing
so, as we were situated on the hillside sloping down to

the ensuy. It was like a hail-stozf; Qur artillery was

/ unatle to help, as it ned no ob°er tion 1nto the VJlley

ot P AP Yo S

before usuf”i remember . that I soon was 51tuateu amonc

e e

/t/-' L R 77y e

@_/ h kllleyﬁ;hey_ﬂ were of different cornpames of the
16th, 534 and B8th Infantry Regiments, noooag wae of ay
own company. Aég this cr1f10a1,¥:$;¥ there whizzed from
from the rear suddenly Leavy chells of our own medium

At -
artillery and burst among us. That was too much. Firstism

only a few soldiers, but soon more and wore went back to

13-



the other 51de of the hill in order to take cover. I

LA hat
8prang uo to-htn&ef ﬁ;tmen # oing back and I saw that
some other officers =2nd noncommissioned officers did like
T+was a au.ffw‘ f T,
We., :

The reagson for these events is to be found in
,@u// psycholng; i) 0T pd-nisht-maton-thethoayy-ebrugyle
during all the gorning, all \the $trong ippreckions. -
\:‘/ After the succegsful fattack wa ¢ ought;"e ba tle- is over,
we haveg only t¢ purshe, our wory has begn done\ and now

\a/ this terrible ffire, {these heavy |dpsualyies, This all

together was\poo mugh for the soldders, still yowmg in

warfare. ItfwasNe difficult hour.

More.and moTe soldiers went back, until suddenly
6 guns, horse-drawn, rushed forward over the ridge from
behind us into our lines and opened a terrible'fire upon
the French, who were situated 400 mﬁggfore ug. This gave
us new courage. At the same time, fresh‘companies under
the command of the adjutant of the brigade advanced,

The calle for the attack were blown. That was the right
moment. We sprang up énd ran towards the enemy. After
—j/ some short hand-to—nand fighting the French ran away across

the SWampy ground t6 the village of Broussy le Petit.
In the meantime it became dark so that we could not capture
the village. We spent the night in the lines, we finally
had reached, vut we had only a égéir rest. We arranged
and assembled our units, the field kitchens brought warm
meals and the wounded were brous ght back%ﬂ

On September 9, about 4 o'clock h- 11 was still
dark - a message from my scouts arriveds that there were
no French in the village of Broussy le Petit, I aroused

my company at ounce, sent the message back to the battalion
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commander and started forward to that village. And truly
there was no enemy. I advanced up the hills beyond the
villaze of Broussy le Petit, vut even from the top of

the hille, I could not see a;y enemy. I received there
an order from my battalion commander to stop the advance
and to wait for further orders. ‘“ntmiimieEEsarerre——
About 1 o'clock T received an order to go back benind the
sSwanps. We could not understand this order; but we felt
that we yesterday had won the battle and therefore, this
order did not impress us he'yhugégtz e _

We went back, without receiving fire from thei'
enemy, croesed the swamps and dug in beyond them. gﬁ the
followinz night we started the retreat. The battle of
the iarne was o\(er. ANAL Ysis s-...-

It is not my task to discuss the reasons, but
vefore we start the conecideration of these evente, I Woﬁld
like to invite your attention to the sifuation of the
German and the Frencﬁ, as shown on Sketch 8.

The casualtles on September 8 had been very heavy.
I lost 83 men of ay company. You remember tnat I had
120 men, when we started the attack. 8o the casualties
were xore than 50%., You see in this struggle all the
typical factors, which ére to be sgeen in the first ﬁonths

of a war:

1. You remeuber that we received a very poor
order for the attack. I wish to emphasize that this was
the only order I received during all the day. Put our
leaders were well trained and long in service., What uay
be the reason for that poor order? All field exercises

and war games in peace time were made with pretty good
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information of the enemy. But here there wae no
information, Therefore the leadere did not know what

to do,’@ﬁ they probably thought that thére was no strong
enemy, because ithere was no information_of him, | The
conclusion is: ilake your exercises, your map problems’
and your map games in peace time with as little infqrﬁa—
tion of the enemy as posegible. Then yoﬁ will handle the

problem in vpeace tiwe as it will probably be in warfare.

2. You remember, that in the beginning of the
attack after a short time all units were mixed. Vhat
was the reason? All units, having crossed the swamp near
the village of Joches, hastened forward, without walting
for the other troops. The result was that the front
. . ik Mo 4 |
pecame t00 narrow, ¥hked thre units wese—amixaa. Therefore
it happened, that one company after another, one battalion
after another was engaged in battle and was stopped. The
conelusion is: Prepare your attack well, The time
which you need in doing =0 is not lost. That meaﬂ$’in

, o Shuld b _
our case+ The several units ked—%e- crosst”the only bridge

one after another and $e takehcover, until the advance

could be made in mass and on a broad front.

2. You remember that all impressions were
extremelg stronz for soldiers, still green in warfare,
thourh our men were well trained znd of a high morale.

The reason may be, thet they never had heard of the

w‘r\\.\'gk\ Mot orst & ¢ 2 o wpsatitegn
impressions, in warfere. * The ;onclusion ic: Teach your
men in peace time about the impresgions in warfare, tell
them that there will e very often critical periods. I
know tnzt it is very difficult to teach experiénoesrof the

war. The only way which I can see, 18 to study military

history and to teach it to your soldiers,
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4. Yoy Temexber that, during aeotembpr 8 twice

I

2 battery, Gouaainisl Ly offi&prh,'was the reason for the
Vo> : o :

" succese, and there Were:a;wayS'ofiicers who save tue

exzmple fof advencing., ~/e lgazrn tnat if 1s nottneceSF?ry‘

that a1l l¢ cre.in tne front lire, =9 e, G ,::;;:-Dt lead,
LS e oEn Ealy'ﬁﬁﬁAEOﬂB'Q ters to the right and to the
lefly et 05y slug-teern thot to2 troops are like

their leadsyw., a7 offiver o33 0 xive an example fo uis

mer, even in dying. : . T

e
Let ue sum ﬁp- .
a. lizke y bur aeclslon when it is tlme to 4o éd}
and 2o not wait for good {information. |
““:E. Be careful in using your Teserves and gave

thels feroes for the Lour of ceclcﬂon.

g.:'frégare_jour Ilﬁﬁulié-W&ll;k t ﬁoaern'attack
;eeﬁé.pléntyaof tize. | |

) d. Prepare yourself and your goldiers in ﬁeace_
time for warfa re by studylnw and teachlng mllltary
hlSyGfY.”héﬁkG your fleld exercises, your map problems
and your war games with as poor inforsation as possible.
If the real war gives you‘bettér information, you will

have a good time.
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